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Synopsis
This collection of many passages from Darwin’s landmark books show Darwin as a man of many

talents, as a scientist, experimenter and travel writer. With authentic illustrations chosen and

originally published by Darwin. lllustrated.
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Customer Reviews

Naturalist Charles Darwin (1809-1882) is the father of evolution. His groundbreaking The Origin of
Species argued that all species of life have descended over time from common ancestors, and
proposed the scientific theory that this branching pattern of evolution resulted from a process that he
called natural selection. As much as anyone in the modern era, Darwin has changed the course of
human thought.Mark Ridley works in the Department of Zoology, Oxford University. He previously
held posts at Emory University in Atlanta and at Cambridge University in England. His books include
the standard college text Evolution and MendelA¢a -a,¢s Demon. He has also edited anthologies
on Evolution and A Darwin Selection. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this

title.

Ridley selected some of Darwin’s most important passages from his various works- from "Voyage of
the Beagle" to his well-known "Origin of Species". Although some of Darwin’s original passages are
a bit hard to read, Ridley does a great job in summarizing beforehand the aspects of each selection
in the introductions to the passages. Ridley also points out some of the truths and misinterpretations

made by Darwin without bias.If you want a compilation of Darwin’s important passages in one book,



or just a solid introduction to Darwin, his theories and works, this book will be sufficient for everyone.

The Darwin Reader, Second Edition, is well worth the read. | have yet to find a more helpful and
interesting compilation of Darwin’s works. With the second edition, Ridley expands the book with
more information about Darwin’s life and gives helpful hints on where to continue research in this
field. In my opinion, this book is targeted for the college student with the new preface. A top ten in
my library!
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